[The relationship between autophagy and ocular diseases].
Autophagy is an intracellular degradative process used by eukaryotes that delivers cellular constituents to lysosomal degradation, such as damaged, degenerated or long-lived proteins, and excessive or defective organelles. Dysfunction of autophagy is involved in many human diseases, such as cancers, ageing, infectious and neurodegenerative diseases. A number of studies have shown that autophagy-related proteins are constitutively expressed in the eye, and abnormal autophagy is an important pathological feature of some ocular diseases. This article reviews recent advances in understanding the role of autophagy in the pathogenesis of ocular diseases, including cataract.